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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract should not be 
longer than 150 words. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. Regarding claims 8, 10, and 24, the phrase "preferably" renders the claim 
indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of 
the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1-12 and 14-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Palsson et al. (U.S. Patent # 7,121 ,058) as applied to claim 1 above, 
and further in view of Searer (U.S. Patent # 5,570,554). 

With respect to claim 1 , Palsson discloses the undercut of the groove (13) and 
the part of the tongue (1 1 ) protruding beyond the edge each have an at least partly 
chambered profile in Figure 10. 

Palsson teaches the groove and the tongue each form profiles complementary to 
each other whereby a form-fitting connection between the covering parts can be 
realized in Figure 2. 

Palsson teaches at least two parallel forming-retaining covering parts which are 
mutually connected along adjacent side edges and which a backing side directed 
toward the ground surface and visual side remote therefrom, wherein the two side 
edges take a step-like form with an inner and an outer edge segment such that the first 
covering part has a protruding backing side and the second covering part has an 
overhanging visual side in Figure 10. 

Palsson teaches covering parts are provided with co-acting coupling elements 
placed along side edges wherein the coupling element of the first covering part is a 
groove (13) which is formed in the protruding backing side and at least open to the 
visual side and the coupling element of the second covering part forms a tongue (1 1 ) 
extending from the overhanging visual side at least to the ground surface which groove 
and tongue each have an at least partly curved profile and wherein the groove 
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undercuts the inner edge segment of the first covering part and the tongue protrudes 
beyond the outer edge segment of the second covering part in Figure 10. 

Palsson teaches each covering part is constructed from a relatively thick base 
layer (5) forming the backing side and connected thereto, a top layer (3) forming the 
viusal side and the coupling elements (11, 13) are formed in the base layer in Figure 10 
and column 5, lines 11-13. 

Palsson does not teach the outer edge segment of the first covering part and 
inner edge segment of the second covering part define a gap in the mutually connected 
position of the covering parts. Searer teaches the outer edge segment of the first 
covering part and inner edge segment of the second covering part define a gap in the 
mutually connected position of the covering parts in Figure 5. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Palsson to include the outer edge segment of the first covering part and inner 
edge segment of the second covering part define a gap in the mutually connected 
position of the covering parts as taught by Searer in order to space for cover to expand 
from the environment conditions and minimize warping. 

With respect to claim 2, Palsson discloses the inner edge segment of the first 
covering part and the outer edge segment of the second covering part run substantially 
transversely of the visual side of the relevant covering part in Figure 1 0. 

With respect to claim 3, Palsson discloses the at least partly curved profile 
preferably forms a segment of a circle in Figure 10. 
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With respect to claim 4, Palsson does not teach a chamfered surface is defined 
between the visual side and side edge of at least one of the covering parts. Searer 
teaches a chamfered surface (34) is defined between the visual side and side edge of at 
least one of the covering parts in Figure 2. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Palsson to include 
a chamfered surface is defined between the visual side and side edge of at least one of 
the covering parts as taught by Searer in order to minimize interference from the visual 
side when connecting the covering parts at their side edges. 

With respect to claim 5, Palsson discloses each covering part has two parallel 
step-like side edges, the one of which is embodied with the protruding backing side with 
groove and the other with the overhanging visual side with tongue in Figure 1 1 . 

With respect to claim 6, Palsson discloses each covering part has two mutually 
parallel end edges which enclose an angle with the side edges and which are provided 
with secondary coupling elements (23) (24) in Figure 14. 

With respect to claim 7, Palsson discloses the two end edges also take a step- 
like form such that the one covering part has a protruding backing side and the other 
covering part has an overhanging visual side, the secondary coupling element of the 
one covering part is a recess formed on the top of the protruding backing side and the 
secondary coupling element of the other covering part is a protrusion formed under the 
overhanging visual side in Figure 14 and Figure 6. 

With respect to claim 8, Palsson in view of Searer discloses the claimed 
invention except for top layer is formed from a high-grade type of wood. It would have 
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been obvious to one liaving ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to make the top layer from a high-grade type of wood in order to provide durability 
for the decorative layer, since it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker 
in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as 
a matter of obvious design choice. 

Palsson in view of Searer discloses the claimed invention except for the top layer 
having a thickness of at least 1mm, preferably at least 2.5mm and most preferably in 
the order of 4mm. It would have been an obvious matter of design choice to make the 
top layer having a thickness between 1mm and 4mm in order to protect the cover from 
the environment, since such a modification would have involved a mere change in the 
size of a component. A change in size is generally recognized as being within the level 
or ordinary skill in the art. 

With respect to claim 9, Palsson discloses the undercut of the groove (13) and 
the part of the tongue (1 1 ) protruding beyond the edge each have an at least partly 
chambered profile in Figure 10. 

Palsson teaches the groove and the tongue each form profiles complementary to 
each other whereby a form-fitting connection between the covering parts can be 
realized in Figure 2. 

Palsson teaches at least two parallel forming-retaining covering parts which are 
mutually connected along adjacent side edges and which a backing side directed 
toward the ground surface and visual side remote therefrom, wherein the two side 
edges take a step-like form with an inner and an outer edge sement such that the first 
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covering part lias a protruding backing side and the second covering part has an 
overhanging visual side in Figure 1 1 . 

Palsson teaches covering parts are provided with co-acing coupling elements 
placed along side edges wherein the coupling element of the first covering part is a 
groove (13) which Is formed in the protruding backing side and at least open to the 
visual side and the coupling element of the second covering part forms a tongue (1 1 ) 
extending from the overhanging visual side at least to the ground surface which groove 
and tongue each have an at least partly curved profile and wherein the groove 
undercuts the Inner edge segment of the first covering part and the tongue protrudes 
beyond the outer edge segment of the second covering part in Figure 10. 

Palsson teaches each covering part is constructed from a relatively thick base 
layer (5) forming the backing side and connected thereto, a top layer (3) forming the 
vlusal side and the coupling elements (11, 13) are formed in the base layer in Figure 10 
and column 5, lines 11-13. 

Palsson does not teach the outer edge segment of the first covering part and 
inner edge segment of the second covering part define a gap in the mutually connected 
position of the covering parts. Searer teaches the outer edge segment of the first 
covering part and Inner edge segment of the second covering part define a gap In the 
mutually connected position of the covering parts in Figure 5. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Palsson to include the outer edge segment of the first covering part and inner 
edge segment of the second covering part define a gap in the mutually connected 
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position of the covering parts as taught by Searer in order to space for cover to expand 
from the environment conditions and minimize warping. 

With respect to claim 10, Palsson in view of Searer discloses the claimed 
invention except for top layer is formed from a high-grade type of wood. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the Invention was 
made to make the top layer from a high-grade type of wood in order to provide durability 
for the decorative layer, since it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker 
in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as 
a matter of obvious design choice. 

Palsson in view of Searer discloses the claimed invention except for the top layer 
having a thickness of at least 1mm, preferably at least 2.5mm and most preferably in 
the order of 4mm. It would have been an obvious matter of design choice to make the 
top layer having a thickness between 1mm and 4mm In order to protect the cover from 
the environment, since such a modification would have Involved a mere change In the 
size of a component. A change in size is generally recognized as being within the level 
or ordinary skill in the art. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Palsson teaches a method for mutually connecting at 
least two covering parts comprising the steps of: 

Orienting a side edge of the second covering part for connecting to the first 
already arranged covering part substantially parallel to a free side edge of the first 
covering part, moving the second covering part at a distance above the ground surface 
to the side edge of the first covering part, rotating the second covering part about an 
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axis parallel to the side edge thereof, placing the tongue of the second covering part at 
an angle into the groove of the first covering part and with forming of the connection 
lowering the second covering part onto the ground surface by rotating it in the opposite 
direction at column 5, lines 25-41 and Figure 1 and Figure 2. 

With respect to claim 12, Palsson teaches after connection thereof the second 
covering part is displaced parallel to the side edge relative to the first covering part at 
column 5, lines 27-34. 

With respect to claim 14, Palsson discloses the undercut of the groove (13) and 
the part of the tongue (1 1 ) protruding beyond the edge each have an at least partly 
chambered profile in Figure 10. 

Palsson teaches at least two parallel forming-retaining covering parts which are 
mutually connected along adjacent side edges and which a backing side directed 
toward the ground surface and visual side remote therefrom, wherein the two side 
edges take a step-like form with an inner and an outer edge sement such that the first 
covering part has a protruding backing side and the second covering part has an 
overhanging visual side in Figure 1 1 . 

Palsson teaches covering parts are provided with co-acting coupling elements 
placed along side edges wherein the coupling element of the first covering part is a 
groove (24) which is formed in the protruding backing side and at least open to the 
visual side and the coupling element of the second covering part forms a tongue (23) 
extending from the overhanging visual side at least to the ground surface which groove 
and tongue each have an at least partly curved profile and wherein the groove 
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undercuts the inner edge segment of the first covering part and the tongue protrudes 
beyond the outer edge segment of the second covering part in Figure 14. 

With respect to claim 15, Palsson discloses the inner edge segment of the first 
covering part and the outer edge segment of the second covering part run substantially 
transversely of the visual side of the relevant covering part in Figure 10. 

With respect to claim 16, Palsson teaches the groove and the tongue each form 
profiles complementary to each other whereby a form-fitting connection between the 
covering parts can be realized in Figure 2. 

With respect to claim 17, Palsson discloses the at least partly curved profile 
preferably forms a segment of a circle in Figure 10. 

With respect to claim 18, Palsson does not teach the other edge segments define 
a gap in the mutually connected position of the covering parts. Searer teaches the the 
other edge segments define a gap in the mutually connected position of the covering 
parts in Figure 5. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Palsson to include the other edge segments 
define a gap in the mutually connected position of the covering parts as taught by 
Searer in order to space for cover to expand from the environment conditions and 
minimize warping. 

With respect to claim 19, Palsson does not teach a chamfered surface is defined 
between the visual side and side edge of at least one of the covering parts. Searer 
teaches a chamfered surface (34) is defined between the visual side and side edge of at 
least one of the covering parts in Figure 2. It would have been obvious to one having 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Palsson to include 
a chamfered surface is defined between the visual side and side edge of at least one of 
the covering parts as taught by Searer in order to minimize interference from the visual 
side when connecting the covering parts at their side edges. 

With respect to claim 20, Palsson discloses each covering part has two parallel 
step-like side edges, the one of which is embodied with the protruding backing side with 
groove and the other with the overhanging visual side with tongue in Figure 1 1 . 

With respect to claim 21 , Palsson discloses each covering part has two mutually 
parallel end edges which enclose an angle with the side edges and which are provided 
with secondary coupling elements (23) (24) in Figure 14. 

With respect to claim 22, Palsson discloses the two end edges also take a step- 
like form such that the one covering part has a protruding backing side and the other 
covering part has an overhanging visual side, the secondary coupling element of the 
one covering part is a recess formed on the top of the protruding backing side and the 
secondary coupling element of the other covering part is a protrusion formed under the 
overhanging visual side in Figure 14 and Figure 6. 

With respect to claim 23, Palsson teaches each covering part is constructed from 
a relatively thick base layer (5) forming the backing side and connected thereto, a top 
layer (3) forming the viusal side and the coupling elements (23, 24, 11, 13) are formed 
in the base layer in Figures 10, 11, and 14. 

Palsson in view of Searer discloses the claimed invention except for top layer is 
formed from a high-grade type of wood. It would have been obvious to one having 
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ordinary sl<ill in tlie art at the time of the invention was made to make the top layer from 
a high-grade type of wood in order to provide durability for the decorative layer, since it 
has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to select a known 
material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter of obvious design 
choice. 

With respect to claim 24, Palsson in view of Searer discloses the claimed 
invention except for the top layer having a thickness of at least 1mm, preferably at least 
2.5mm and most preferably in the order of 4mm. It would have been an obvious matter 
of design choice to make the top layer having a thickness between 1 mm and 4mm in 
order to protect the cover from the environment, since such a modification would have 
involved a mere change in the size of a component. A change in size is generally 
recognized as being within the level or ordinary skill in the art. 

With respect to claim 25, Palsson discloses the undercut of the groove (13) and 
the part of the tongue (1 1 ) protruding beyond the edge each have an at least partly 
chambered profile in Figure 10. 

Palsson teaches at least two parallel forming-retaining covering parts which are 
mutually connected along adjacent side edges and which a backing side directed 
toward the ground surface and visual side remote therefrom, wherein the two side 
edges take a step-like form with an inner and an outer edge segment such that the first 
covering part has a protruding backing side and the second covering part has an 
overhanging visual side in Figure 10. 
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Palsson teaches covering parts are provided with co-acting coupling elements 
placed along side edges wherein the coupling element of the first covering part is a 
groove (13) which is formed in the protruding backing side and at least open to the 
visual side and the coupling element of the second covering part forms a tongue (11) 
extending from the overhanging visual side at least to the ground surface which groove 
and tongue each have an at least partly curved profile and wherein the groove 
undercuts the inner edge segment of the first covering part and the tongue protrudes 
beyond the outer edge segment of the second covering part in Figure 10. 

With respect to claim 26, Palsson teaches at least two parallel forming-retaining 
covering parts which are mutually connected along adjacent side edges and which a 
backing side directed toward the ground surface and visual side remote therefrom, 
wherein the two side edges take a step-like form with an inner and an outer edge 
segment such that the first covering part has a protruding backing side and the second 
covering part has an overhanging visual side in Figure 10. 

Palsson teaches covering parts are provided with co-acting coupling elements 
placed along side edges wherein the coupling element of the first covering part is a 
groove (13) which is formed in the protruding backing side and at least open to the 
visual side and the coupling element of the second covering part forms a tongue (11) 
extending from the overhanging visual side at least to the ground surface which groove 
and tongue each have an at least partly curved profile and wherein the groove 
undercuts the inner edge segment of the first covering part and the tongue protrudes 
beyond the outer edge segment of the second covering part in Figure 10. 
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Palsson does not teach the outer edge segment of the first covering part and 
inner edge segment of the second covering part define a gap in the mutually connected 
position of the covering parts. Searer teaches the outer edge segment of the first 
covering part and inner edge segment of the second covering part define a gap in the 
mutually connected position of the covering parts in Figure 5. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Palsson to include the outer edge segment of the first covering part and inner 
edge segment of the second covering part define a gap in the mutually connected 
position of the covering parts as taught by Searer in order to space for cover to expand 
from the environment conditions and minimize warping. 

With respect to claim 27, Palsson teaches at least two parallel forming-retaining 
covering parts which are mutually connected along adjacent side edges and which a 
backing side directed toward the ground surface and visual side remote therefrom, 
wherein the two side edges take a step-like form with an inner and an outer edge 
segment such that the first covering part has a protruding backing side and the second 
covering part has an overhanging visual side in Figure 1 1 . 

Palsson teaches covering parts are provided with co-acting coupling elements 
placed along side edges wherein the coupling element of the first covering part is a 
groove (24) which is formed in the protruding backing side and at least open to the 
visual side and the coupling element of the second covering part forms a tongue (23) 
extending from the overhanging visual side at least to the ground surface which groove 
and tongue each have an at least partly curved profile and wherein the groove 
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undercuts the inner edge segment of the first covering part and the tongue protrudes 
beyond the outer edge segment of the second covering part in Figure 14. 

Palsson teaches each covering part is constructed from a relatively thick base 
layer (5) forming the backing side and connected thereto, a top layer (3) forming the 
viusal side and the coupling elements (23, 24, 1 1 , 13) are formed in the base layer in 
Figures 10, 11, and 14. 

Palsson in view of Searer discloses the claimed invention except for top layer is 
formed from a high-grade type of wood. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to make the top layer from 
a high-grade type of wood in order to provide durability for the decorative layer, since it 
has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to select a known 
material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter of obvious design 
choice. 

With respect to claim 28, Palsson in view of Searer discloses the claimed 
invention except for the top layer having a thickness of at least 1mm, preferably at least 
2.5mm and most preferably in the order of 4mm. It would have been an obvious matter 
of design choice to make the top layer having a thickness between 1mm and 4mm in 
order to protect the cover from the environment, since such a modification would have 
involved a mere change in the size of a component. A change in size is generally 
recognized as being within the level or ordinary skill in the art. 
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5. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Palsson 
at al. (U.S. Patent #7,121 ,058) in view of Searer (U.S. Patent # 5,570,554) as applied 
to claim 1 1 above, and further in view of Schulte (U.S. Patent # 6,672,030). 

With respect to claim 1 3, Palsson in view of Searer does not teach after the first 
and second covering parts have been mutually connected a third covering part is 
arranged in line with the second covering part which third covering part is attached by 
connecting a side edge thereof to the first covering part and an end edge thereof to the 
second covering part. Schulte teaches after the first (lb) and second covering (1c) 
parts have been mutually connected a third covering part (Id) is arranged in line with 
the second covering part which third covering part is attached by connecting a side 
edge thereof to the first covering part and an end edge thereof to the second covering 
part in Figure 5. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Palsson in view of Searer to include after the first 
and second covering parts have been mutually connected a third covering part is 
arranged in line with the second covering part which third covering part is attached by 
connecting a side edge thereof to the first covering part and an end edge thereof to the 
second covering part as taught by Schulte in order to cover the entire area of a floor. 



Conclusion 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See 892 form. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHRISTOPHER J. DARNER whose telephone number 
is (571)270-3658. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 
7:30AM to 4:00PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on 571-272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Christopher Darner/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3633 

/Brian E. Glessner/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3633 



